
From: Chancellor Richard Carranza <NYCChancellor@schools.nyc.gov> 

Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021, 10:54 AM 

To: Chancellor Richard Carranza 

Subject: Important Update: Welcoming our Middle School Students Back for In-Person 

Learning 

Dear Colleagues,  

I hope you and your loved ones are safe and healthy. I am writing to you today with an 

important update: we will be welcoming back our blended learning students in grades 6-

8 for in-person learning starting on Thursday, February 25. Middle school staff will 

return on Wednesday, February 24, to prepare for students’ return.  

This has been an eventful and challenging year on many levels. With your efforts and 
contributions, our school buildings have been safe places for teaching and learning for 

hundreds of thousands of our youngest learners and students in D75 schools. We are 

grateful for the tireless work you have done to ensure this is possible, and for paving the 

path to re-open schools for our middle school students who had been attending or opted 

into blended learning in the fall.  

As always, our first commitment is to health and safety for all of our DOE community 

above and beyond anything else. Your efforts have made it possible for our early 

childhood and elementary as well as D75 programs and schools to be open for in-person 

learning, and are allowing us to take this step forward to re-opening our middle schools. 

Here is how we collectively will keep them open:  

·         Weekly Testing: All schools will have 20% of students and staff randomly tested on 

a weekly basis.  

·         Student Consent: All students are required to provide consent for testing by their 

first scheduled in-person learning day. Families can submit consent using NYCSA or a 
paper form.   

·         Staff Consent: All staff are required to provide consent by the first day they report 

to their school building. Staff can submit consent using the daily Health Questionnaire 

or using this paper form.  

·         Situation Room: The Situation Room remains schools’ main points of contact for 

any possible cases of COVID-19 in school buildings, and will continue to guide schools 

through any COVID-19 cases occurring in their buildings.  

In unity, 

Richard  


