
 

 

Instructional Issues 

Read the DOE guidance on blended and remote learning teaching roles.  

 https://www.uft.org/sites/default/files/attachments/coronavirus-blended-learning-

guidance.pdf 

If I am working on site at a school with in-person students, can I be required to 

livestream my lessons to remote students? 

No, it cannot be mandated and it cannot be expected. Teachers have the sole discretion 

to volunteer to livestream their classroom. Teachers can be asked by an administrator if 

they plan to livestream; however, no teacher can be encouraged or compelled to 

livestream.  

Can an elementary school teacher be assigned to teach multiple grades?  

No changes to the DOE-UFT contract were made on this issue.  As always, classroom 

elementary school teachers are assigned to a group of students on a grade (with the 

exception of classes that are ordinarily composed of students from multiple grades), 

while cluster teachers can be assigned to teach multiple groups of students on one or 

more grades.  

What do I do if my class size violates the limits negotiated for blended and fully remote 
learning?  

The DOE agreed to these class size limits, so schools must comply. In many cases, the 

blended learning model requires more teaching staff than traditional learning.  

Administrators were asked to request additional teachers in order to sufficiently staff 

blended learning.  If you have concerns, speak with your chapter leader or district 

representative about filing an operational issues report.   

Do I have to be logged into a specific platform during my preparation period at the 

end of the school day?  

https://www.uft.org/sites/default/files/attachments/coronavirus-blended-learning-guidance.pdf
https://www.uft.org/sites/default/files/attachments/coronavirus-blended-learning-guidance.pdf


No. Preparations periods are for unassigned professional work. Teachers can take their 

preps remotely. 

How many consecutive teaching periods can middle and high school teachers be 

assigned?   

No changes to the DOE-UFT contract were made on this issue.  Wherever 

administratively possible, secondary school teachers should not be programmed to more 

than three consecutive teaching assignments.    

Can I be assigned small group instruction as a professional activity?  

Yes, you can. No changes to the DOE-UFT contract were made on this issue.  Teachers 

in schools that have professional periods can be assigned professional activities 

consistent with the contract. This professional activity assignment, however, cannot 

result in teachers being assigned additional classes to teach.    

Can teachers in middle schools teach three or four subjects?  

No changes to the DOE-UFT contract were made on this issue. Under the contract, the 

number of subjects in your program should be kept to the minimum number 

administratively possible.   

Will school administrators be receiving programming guidelines for paraprofessionals 

from the DOE?  

The DOE is working on guidance for all titles.  

How long is the workday for in-person teachers and paraprofessionals?  

The workday will be 6 hours and 50 minutes. Teachers and paraprofessionals will have a 

duty-free lunch period as required by the DOE-UFT contract.  

What is the length of the workday for school staff other than teachers?  

No changes to the DOE-UFT contract were made on this issue.  The UFT and the DOE 

are in discussion about establishing common-sense policies regarding work that can be 
done remotely.  

I am a teacher with a medical accommodation. To what type of program can I be 

assigned?  

Teachers with accommodations will be assigned programs of fully remote or blended 

remote students.  All efforts shall be made to assign all teachers to a program that is 

exclusively of one type.  

I am a teacher without a medical accommodation. To what type of program can I be 

assigned?  

Teachers without accommodations may be assigned to any type of program: blended in-

person, blended remote, or fully remote. Your school must make every effort to assign 



teachers to a program that is exclusively of one type. The UFT and the DOE are in 

discussion about establishing common-sense policies regarding work that can be done 
remotely.  

Can the on-site teacher be assigned to teach on-site students in the morning and 

remote students in the afternoon?  

Your school must make every effort to assign teachers to a program that is exclusively of 

one type. If this is impossible, then teachers assigned to multiple types of students 

should not be scheduled for more periods or students than they would ordinarily teach. 

When will teachers plan for instruction?  

All staff will have a daily 30-minute instructional coordination period before the 

students’ instructional day begins to coordinate instruction and plan together. Teachers 

will also receive a 30-minute prep period at the end of the school day. Teachers will not 

be required to be in the school building during the prep period time and can engage in 

this unassigned professional work remotely.  

Will there be a Parent Engagement period this school year?  

Teachers will have 20 minutes daily of office hours scheduled during the workday to 

communicate with families and students.  

What is the plan for parent-teacher conferences this year?  

There will be no September or May parent-teacher conferences. The November and 

March conferences will take place remotely in accordance with the DOE calendar for the 

2020-21 school year. 

When will faculty and grade/department conferences take place this year?  

Schools will have one faculty and one grade/department conference per month. These 
conferences will be 40 minutes each and will occur at the end of the school day, 

immediately prior to the teachers’ 30-minute prep. During this time, principals may 
assign teachers to administrative duties or professional learning.  The UFT and the DOE 

are in discussion about establishing common-sense policies regarding work that can be 

done remotely.  

Who covers a teacher’s class when the teacher is absent?  

No changes to the DOE-UFT contract were made on this issue.  

How will special education teachers document instructional programs for blended and 

fully remote students this school year? 

The Special Education Program Adaptations Document (PAD) will replace the Remote 

Learning Plan for the 2020-21 school year. Designed to memorialize a collaborative 

conversation between the family and the student’s special education teacher/case 

manager, the PAD, along with the student’s schedule, documents how the student’s 



special education program will be implemented in blended and fully remote learning 

environments. The PAD differs from the remote learning plan in several respects. First, 
the PAD pre-populates the student’s recommended instructional program, related 

services and certain other information from the student’s Individualized Education 

Program. Second, the PAD describes the model for delivering the student’s instructional 

program in blended and fully remote learning environments and gives the teacher the 

opportunity to explain any adjustments to the model in the school and the class. Also 

included are information about instruction and support for English language learners 

and implementation of paraprofessional services, assistive technology and behavior 

intervention plans. The PAD does not address adaptations to related service delivery. 

For more information about the PAD, see our Special Education hub on UFT.org.  

 

How should related service providers schedule in-person services for blended learning 
students on their caseload? 

Related service providers should start with the child’s Individualized Education 

Program because the first objective is to deliver related services as close to the IEP 

mandate as possible. Next, make every effort to accommodate the parent’s preferences 

for in-person and remote services and, given the limited amount of time students will be 

in school, the parent’s preference for classroom-based services or services in a separate 

location. Adherence to health and safety requirements for social distancing (either the 

classroom cannot accommodate another person or the space assigned to the provider is 

too small for a group) may mean the service cannot be delivered in accordance with the 

IEP and/or the parent’s preference cannot be honored at a particular point in time. To 

the extent possible, consider giving priority for in-person services for students who did 

not benefit from remote services or may not be able to participate in remote services. 

For students with mandates for services at high frequencies, the related service 

provider, in consultation with families, should consider scheduling some services in 

person and others remotely. 

 

Read this at uft.org 

https://www.uft.org/your-rights/safety-health/coronavirus/faq-on-school-

reopening/instructional-issues 

https://www.uft.org/your-rights/safety-health/coronavirus/faq-on-school-reopening/instructional-issues
https://www.uft.org/your-rights/safety-health/coronavirus/faq-on-school-reopening/instructional-issues

