
 

Now that we have a safety agreement with the strongest COVID-19 protocols in the nation for schools, 

we must make those protocols real. It's time to put the plan into action to keep you, our members, and 

our students safe. 

Working with medical experts, the UFT created a comprehensive school safety plan, including the 

presence of a school nurse, a six-foot separation between student desks, sufficient personal protective 

equipment, adequate ventilation and an isolation room.  More than 100 union safety investigators have 

visited most of the city’s more than 1,400 school buildings to see what has been accomplished and what 

work still needs to be done.  

Below, you'll find the results of the UFT COVID-19 safety inspection for your school. Please review it as 

soon as you can.   

Your school must have personal protective equipment  in place when staff return on Tuesday, Sept. 8. If 

PPE is not available, immediately discuss the situation with your principal, the custodian or the leader of 

your school’s COVID-19 building response team. If the issue cannot be resolved immediately, call the 

union’s hotline at 212-701-9677. The hotline operator will triage your call to a UFT staff member, who 

will promptly come to your building to confirm your report and take further action. UFT members 

should leave the building and wait outside. No one may be in a building without wearing a mask and 

following the social distancing rules. 

Between Sept. 8 and Friday, Sept. 18, you, your principal and your school’s COVID-19 building response 

team will work to address the issues flagged in the UFT school safety inspection. Schools must pass all 

items itemized in the school safety plan by Monday, Sept. 21, the day students return for in-person 

instruction. If the school buildings do not pass, staff at that school building must remain remote.  

 When you or your designee returns to the school building on Sept. 8, please do a follow-up inspection 

of outstanding school safety plan items. On or before Sept. 8, we will send you another email with a 

short survey we’ll ask you to return before or on Friday, Sept. 11. We'll ask you to update us on the 

conditions in your school.  

 These are extraordinary times and I thank you for all your hard work in keeping your school safe. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Mulgrew  

UFT President 

 

 



ENFA (K409) Safety Report 

1. Ventilation (Page 4 of 16) (Consult with the custodial engineer. The intent is not for us to certify the 

building's ventilation system but to verify the following questions with the custodial engineers.) Does 

the building have windows? 

Yes 

2. How will waste be removed? 

By custodial staff. 

3. Are there supplies of the following in the school? (Page 2 of 16) 

Cleaning supplies for daily and nightly cleaning 

4. Please confirm the date you completed the school walk through. (Page 1 of 16) 

1-Sep-20 

5. Are there supplies of the following in the school? (Page 2 of 16) 

Surgical mask for adults 

6. Have you designated a waiting area for the nurses' office that allows for social distancing if more than 

one child arrives? 

Yes 

7. Is there a functioning and supplied sink available for hand washing? 

Yes 

8. Are there supplies of the following in the school? (Page 2 of 16) 

No-contact thermometers for temperature screening 

9. Nurses' office (Page 7 of 16) Does the school have a full time nurse on site? 

Yes 

10. Isolation room (waiting room for students with fever and symptoms) (Page 8 of 16) Is there a 

designated isolation room? 

Yes 

11. Does the school have a centralized system? 

No 

12. Main office (Page 12 of 16) Has the plexiglass partition been installed? 

Yes 

13. Are there supplies of the following in the school? (Page 2 of 16) 



Supplies of gloves, disinfecting spray (or wipes), towels, hand sanitizer in each room 

14. On signage, placement of furniture, directionals... (Page 5 of 16) Has signage been placed in all 

places students and staff will be, including, but not limited to, hallways, elevators, outside the building, 

staircases, main offices, lobbies and nurses office (inside and out) to help enforce social distancing? 

No 

15. Is the staff eating area properly ventilated? 

Yes 

16. Please add any additional notes you feel are relevant (Page 16 of 16) 

No gloves recieved yet. Filters have not been upgraded. Principal and custodian are setting up the rooms 

on their own without floor signs. 

17. Is there protocol in place for when students need to wash hands? 

Custodian and/or principal is unsure 

18. Are the sinks operational in the bathrooms? 

Yes 

19. Please provide the name and contact information of the school's principal. 

Anthony Yard ayard3@schools.nyc.gov 

20. The BRT must now include the school nurse, custodial engineer and school safety agents (SSA). Have 

they been added to the BRT? 

Yes 

21. Is there an established protocol for taking students to the nurse? 

Custodian and/or principal is unsure 

22. Is the main office properly ventilated? 

Yes 

23. On the items that were unavailable during the walkthrough, have the items been earmarked for 

ordering and/or are shipments incoming? 

Custodian and/or principal is unsure 

24. Has the school nurse been consulted regarding the appropriateness of the isolation room? (area to 

put on and take off PPE, designated trash for safe disposal of PPE) 

Custodian and/or principal is unsure 

25. Is there signage for maintaining social distance? 

No 



 

26. Does the nurse have access to a computer with access to the ASHR system? 

Custodian and/or principal is unsure 

27. Is there a protocol for daily cleaning of classrooms that ensures no food waste? 

Custodian and/or principal is unsure 

28. Do all classrooms have access to operable windows? 

Yes 

29. Auditorium, cafeteria, gym and school yard (Page 11 of 16) Which of these spaces will be used as 

instructional spaces? 

Cafeteria 

30. Is there a visitor protocol (for parents, deliveries, construction contractors, etc)? 

Yes 

31. Are there supplies of the following in the school? (Page 2 of 16) 

Surgical mask for children 

32. Hallway movement / student circulation (Page 10 of 16) While we recommend passing be limited, is 

there a plan for passing time? 

Custodian and/or principal is unsure 

33. Are there supplies of the following in the school? (Page 2 of 16) 

N95 respirators 

34. Is there proper ventilation in the nurses' office? 

Yes 

35. Are there supplies of the following in the school? (Page 2 of 16) 

Electrostatic sprayer 

36. Entry / Dismissal Protocol (Page 14 of 16) Is there an entry protocol for staff and students? 

Yes 

37. Is the main office large enough to provide 6 feet distance between multiple people? 

Yes 

38. Staff Eating Area (Page 15 of 16) Does the school have an area designated for staff meals? 

Yes 



 

39. Is there signage for placement of desks or tables in the classroom? 

No 

40. Protocol for breakfast and lunch (Page 6 of 16) How will meals be delivered to the classroom? 

Eating will take place in the classrooms during instruction. 

41. Hand washing in bathrooms (Page 3 of 16) Is there soap and paper towels in the bathrooms? 

Yes 

42. Please provide the name and contact information of the school's custodial engineer. 

Victor Core CK409@schools.nyc.gov 

43. Save room (A room which we call the SAVE room must be designated for counseling or disciplinary 

issues) (Page 9 of 16) Is there a designated SAVE room? 

No 

44. Auditorium, cafeteria, gym and school yard (Page 11 of 16) Which of these spaces will be used as 

instructional spaces? 

Auditorium 

45. Is the staff eating area large enough to provide 6 feet distance between multiple people? 

Yes 

46. Is there a dismissal protocol? 

Yes 

47. Building Response Team (BRT) (Page 13 of 16) Do you have a BRT? 

Yes 

48. Are there any windowless rooms that rely on the mechanical ventilation system? 

No 

49. Is the isolation room properly ventilated? 

Yes 

50. Does the nurses' office have a phone capable of calling outside lines? 

Yes 

51. Are the exhausters working? 

Yes 



 

52. Is the isolation room large enough to provide 6 feet distance between multiple people? 

Yes 

53. Auditorium, cafeteria, gym and school yard (Page 11 of 16) Which of these spaces will be used as 

instructional spaces? 

Gym 

54. Does the nurses' office have enough space to socially distance? 

Yes 

 


