
UFT Executive Board Meeting of June 1, 2020 

Resolution on the Killing of George Floyd 

 

WHEREAS, George Floyd was killed on May 25, 2020, by Minneapolis police officer 

Derek Chauvin, who knelt on Floyd's neck for more than eight minutes, while he was 

handcuffed and lying face down on the road; and  

WHEREAS, Officers Thomas Lane and J. Alexander Kueng also helped restrain Floyd, 

who is Black, while officer Tou Thao stood nearby and looked on; and 

WHEREAS, the killing was recorded by bystanders and those recordings show Floyd 

pleading that he couldn’t breathe; and 

WHEREAS, Floyd’s death comes on the heels of the deaths earlier in the year of 

Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-old Black woman in Louisville, Kentucky, who was shot 

multiple times during a no-knock police raid on the wrong house, and Ahmaud Arbery, 

a Black man in Georgia who was chased, shot and killed while jogging by a retired police 

officer claiming to perform a citizen's arrest; and 

WHEREAS, a National Academy of Sciences report found in 2019 that African-

American men and boys are two and a half times more likely to die in an encounter with 

the police than their white peers; and 

WHEREAS, the senseless killing of George Floyd has sparked widespread outrage and 

calls for justice nationwide; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, the United Federation of Teachers stands in support of George Floyd’s 

family and the thousands who have engaged in peaceful protests across the country; 

and, be it further 

RESOLVED, the UFT supports the American Federation of Teachers, which condemned 

the killing on May 27, and asks whether this would have happened had Floyd not been 

Black; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, the UFT demands the U.S. Justice Department’s investigation of Floyd’s 

killing be thorough, complete and independent, and the union further avows that the 

nature of these acts require serious charges; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, that the UFT supports a day of mourning in NYC for George Floyd, and will 

advocate with the DoE, the mayor, and other unions and community organizations to 

set such a day this month. 

 

 

 


